Discussion Web
Before reading the short story, “Rip Van Winkle,” (different versions depending on reading level) discuss the following questions:
1. Do you think legends and superstition can influence people?

2. What kind of things would someone want to run away for a very long time?

After reading, work in pairs to fill out the discussion web below with evidence from the story. 

Does Rip Van Winkle spend ten years in the mountains because the ghosts trick him?
	Yes
	No

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Conclusions:

Possible GPS -9th Grade ELA9R1, ELA9R2, ELA9LSV1 ( any high school grade level)
Teacher’s copy
	Yes
	No

	The preface says his research is accurate, so he must’ve known a lot about them.
	He doesn’t like “profitable work” and could be looking for a way to get away from it

	He is a “favorite among the wives” so he could be trustworthy
	His house and kids aren’t well cared for, a sign he’s irresponsible

	He wakes up to find his gun rusted and everything changed, no one recognizes him
	His nagging wife dies shortly before he comes back, making a convenient time to return, also retirement age

	His story could change because he really doesn’t remember the details
	Some people “wink” and don’t believe his story

	
	The details of his story change every time he tells it 


